
[image: image2.wmf]
Borough of Hawthorne Achieves 

 Bronze Level of Sustainable Jersey Certification

Sustainable Jersey representatives announced on Tuesday March 30, 2011 that the Borough of Hawthorne has met the rigorous requirements to achieve Sustainable Jersey certification.  The Borough of Hawthorne is one of 74 New Jersey municipalities that have attained certification since the program began in 2009.  Sustainable Jersey's 330 participating communities represent over half the state's municipalities and nearly 75% of its population.

Rayna Laiosa, Chairperson of the Hawthorne Environmental Commission and Green Team, would like to thank the Environmental Commissioners, Green Team Members, Mayor Richard Goldberg and Council, and the Borough's Administration for their cooperation, time, and support in the collaborative efforts towards preparing our submission and achieving Bronze Level status.
To become Sustainable Jersey certified at the Bronze level, Hawthorne submitted documentation to show it had completed a balance of the required sustainability actions, meeting a minimum of 150 points.  In addition to reaching the required points, each community has to create a Green Team and select at least two of the six priority actions for Bronze Level.  The Borough of Hawthorne completed three of the six priority actions, including 1) conducting energy audits for all municipal owned buildings, 2) creating a municipal carbon footprint, and 3) updating the Environmental Resource Inventory. 
The Borough of Hawthorne has completed actions in 7 categories. These categories are: Community Partnership & Outreach, Energy Efficiency, Greenhouse Gas, Health and Wellness, Food, Natural Resources, and Waste Management. The Borough of Hawthorne received a total of 225 points. 

On April 6, 2011 at Hawthorne’s Council meeting, the Environmental Commission/Green Team will present a powerpoint on Hawthorne’s Sustainable Jersey accomplishments and the path going forward to reach the Silver Level.   The Green Team members to be recognized are the following:  Rayna Laiosa, Rosanne Zagatta, Patricia Hutzelman, Lisa Szegedi, Robert Maggio, Carmen Ruta, John Dorval, Derek Demeri, Mary Mahon, Cindy Frank, Mike Mahometa, Robert Meier, Susan Balik, Eric Maurer, and Christina Auger.
 

“It’s quite an accomplishment to become Sustainable Jersey certified,” said Fred Profeta, Chair of the New Jersey League of Municipalities’ Mayors’ Committee for a Green Future, a Sustainable Jersey program partner. “The certified towns have joined a first rate group of municipalities that are leading the way with impressive sustainability initiatives in New Jersey while providing a model for towns across the United States.”

Randall Solomon of the MLUC@TCNJ, congratulated the certified towns.  “Our certified towns are municipal leaders that are making extraordinary contributions toward the long-term goal of a sustainable New Jersey and world.” 
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